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left home. I am 5 feet an::l II inches high and weight 160 Ibs. and I am seeing a fine time with 
the girls, not with the girls but with my girl for I have quit going with all of them but one, 
that is Miss M.A.E. aoo I am going to quit going to see her before one year more but I want 
you to be here when I quit going to see her. I suppose that you know who she is. If you doolt 
I do. I will quit writing for this time. I will wrH~ to you again as soon as I get time. I will 
not wait for an answer. I will write whenever I get time. 

Only you must do the same. I came very near forgetting to tell you about our singing 
school that we have got on Oil Creek. We have got 26 scholars and Isaac Landman is teaching 
it. Commenced on the 5 Sat. one Sunday in April. I will know how to sing again you get home. 
Clark, I doni t know where you are but I thought I would write anyhow whether it ever got to 
you or not and write soon and often. I still remain your Brother until Death. 

Jonathan D. Esarey to John C. Esarey 
Johnny E. Esarey is the prettiest boy on Oil Creek. He is as big as Jim was when you 

left. 

Winslow, Ind. Mar. 5,1863 

(Envelope addresses: Mr. Jaccb=Esarey, Branchville, Perry Co., Indo.) 

Dear Son aOO Daughter: I take my pen in hand to inform you that I arrived at home all 
right and fouoo the folks all well. I heard from James. He is sick in the army. I want you to 
write and let me know how Grandmother Faulkenborough is getting along. I send you some 
Tobacco seed. From your affectionate father until death, Andrew Elder 

Lashers, P. O. Perry Co., Inc. 
May 7th 1865 

(J. O. Carr to J. C. Esarey) 

Dear Sir: I now take my seat to try to answer your welcome letter of April 6th 65, 
which came to hand and found US4 all well. It was read with great satisfaction. I was glad to 
hear from you and to hear that you -had stood the fatigue of a soldier so well and enjoyed good 
health all through your long campaign. I think it is a great thing to be satisfied. A satisfied 
mind, I think, saves a soldier of taking a great many doses of medicine. Of course, any roon 
that has a family had rather be at home wit h them, and at the same time, if he is called away 
from them for a given time, he can be satisfied for the time being if he is a man of good will 
in his undertaking. The Union Army has been very successful ever since you went into the 
service. While the Govemment has lost its high 000 worthy President altho the assassin be kill- ­
ad, it cannot restore Iife to our President, but it wi II give great pi easure to all of Lincoln· s 
friends to hoor he is dead. I doni t think that Oooth is all the man that wi II have to die for 
that crime. Col. Foumier got a kick from a horse which caused his death. He was kicked on 
Friday, died Saturday and was buried Sunday, the 23rd of April, 1865. 

I haven l t much of importance to write. As I have the result of the election in Soil s 
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letter f will not mention it in this, altho f hope to see you return home soon. I think by all of 
the boys coming home in time for the election, this fall, that we can lay John H. Thompson on 
the shelf. The southern Confederacy is gone up and Copperheads will go down, so we are aiming 
to keep all right. Give my best respects to all who chance to inquire for me. 

So I must close this time by saying I expect to hear from you soon. 
Very respectfully your true friend 
J. D. Carr 

Camp of the 53 near Richmond, Va. 
May 10, 1865 

(J. C. Esarey to his wife) 

Dear Wife: Having an opportunity this evening I will try and address you a few lines 
to let you know of my whereabouts and that! am well and hearty; hoping these few lines may 
reach you soh and find you and Johnny well. I received your kind latter the 7th day of May. 
I was glad to hear from y'JU but sorry to hear you were in declining health. I hope you have re~ 

covered ere now. I received one fmm Jont the same time wh ich I wi II answer as soon os f can. 
We wore lying 14 miles from Raleigh on the Neuse River when f received your letter that morn­
ing we started for Richmond. We marched very hard, making from 20 miles to 28 miles per day. 
We came throLgh Forrostfille Ridge,v'c~:' Cil1rls2V(:;rd little towns, crossed the Roanoke River 
above Weld::>n, then we struck the Doystown plank road; then is when marching took place. The 
weather was intensely warm. The ~:oys fell out of ranks in large numbers. Several were sun 
struck. We passed through by Dinwiddie Courthouse, thence through near Fort Darling, next 
through Petersburg and yesterday we reached this point. Our camp is on a high knoll lust in the 
edge of Manchester city on the south side of the James River. We can see nearly all over Rich~ 
monel. It has a fine appearance from here. Old Libby Prison is in plain view of us, the place 
where many brave boys have started to death. We expect to leave here in a few days for Alex~ 
andria. This will be another hard march. The last ten days have been the hardest soldiering 
that I have ever seen yet, though I stood it very well except my feot and they were bl istered all 
over. It ran some of the surplus fat off of me. The boys are all well except A. H. Sprinkle. He 
is very much under the weather. Wilk Gibson was left sick at Goldsboro. I heard from him the 
18th of April. He was still living am able to sit up some. I expect you would like to know 
something us coming home. I canl t give you much satisfaction about it yet, for there are 100 
rumors about it already. Some say we will be mustered out by the last of June, others say the 
last of July; so you need not look for me yet for a wh He. Though f may get home sooner than I 
think, so do the best you can for I expect all tho crop will be m:lde before I come home. You 
said something about the oats but did not say where you sowed them. Just have the place work~ 

ed to the b(i)st advantqge yDU can for f cannot give you ar. y advi ce about it. Hire the work done 
and doni t expose yourself for I expect you have seen a very lonesome and hard time the last 7 
rronths, but I hope it is almost over, for I hope to soon make our once happy home the same 
homo of happiness to us again. I will be glad if the fruit is not killed. I will be at home in 
time for my share of it. You cCin tell Mark to plant 5 or 6 watermelon hills for me this year. 
You wrote that the babe had forgotten me. It is the same with me. I have entirely forgotten 




