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Camp of lhe 53 near Aeleigh, H. C.
April 22, b

Dear Father and Mother. I will try and address you & few lines thipg
pleasant evening to inform you ithat I am in the best of health snd
spirits hopinz these few lines may arrive eafe to your hand and find
you all enjoyinz the Lame great blessing for Lt is health alone that m
makes & g00€ snd well Batipfied soldier. I recaived a letter from
Barbary yesterday, stating Lhat produce and everything waa comeing
down end that the 0il fever was about subsiding, slso that the

draft had bean enforoed. I was sorrow fuor some of the doye snd the
resat it made no difference though these mem will never see the fronmt.
1 wrote you u lettar or too.from Goldsboror giveinz you something of

e history of our travels through the Carclines, we marohedi out of
Goldeboro the 10 of April heading for the sapitol of B. C. the Army
moved in three grand coluame the 14 and 30 Corpses called the army

ot Georgla tsking the left flank commanded by Gen. 0. O, Howerd the

10 and £3 eorpses forming the center command by Gen., Schoefield the i
15 and 17 corpse# the right flank ocommended by Fen. J. A. Logan.

This grand srmy of 15000 men ell moveing on one place wag enough to make
Johnson tremble in hie boots after 4 days hard marching through rain
and mud we resched the davoted oity. (the firet news we hesrd was

the fell of Richmond, This caused great cheering and maluting
throughout the army) dohneon had evacuated the city om our
ayprosch. Kilpatrick olose on his rear he retreated back 20 milee

and mede a stand (80 the 16 the news reached ur that wrent had
captured the combined army 6t Lees thie caused great rejoiceings

here. The boys begun to think that the war wees drawing to a alose)

Sherman sent in a flag of truce ordering Johnson to surrender im-



Bediately. 5o terms was agreed upon giveing Johneon 5 days to
&rrange waettere. 50 at thews;piration-ef b dayse ha aurre;dorcd his
eutlre command up to Shermau so the army thinke tho war 15 about
played out. The genersl opinion ie that the afmy will soon be dis-
banded. o I am in hopas that [ will be at home in time fur harvest
-thouzh tais ie guees work. The newg resched us a fow da@s sinoce of the
murder of the President. The newe had a tellinz effect, the mutteringe
and curselnge spread desp wnd wlide throuzhout the army. R etalistion
was the only thing talxed 0oi. 1 exyect it done tham buttarnute £ Oome
- 8008 1o hear of it sut thay #11l have to xesp closs when tha boye
geis home again., ‘ne bhoye ls msli well at preseat oat A. fosprinklo
hea has thé chronic dierrhea thouzh i am ifa hopes he will éoon Zot
‘over it. #ilk Gibson wae left sick at Goldsboro and ! think it

ie. doubtful whether he will recover or not. <Christian Schwintker

has returned to duty ths voye 12 in fine spirite, John H. LeedR
. Dsen says tell you thet he ﬁhinka that he willl soon be back to Join
the 01l rifles cgeia. John thinke we will be at home to take the

4th of July., Tha country here is hlzh eand heelthy snd plenty of zood
water, = mlelgh is & very nice town. It has s fine situation. The
ttate house in a very nlce ome. We have gone into camp Just waest

of the town. Someday wo will go from haeare to Marylené by way of
Richmoad . OThere say we will 70 to Newbern and thence o Hew York.

I do not belisve we will atﬁy hare long end I am in hopeslwa will
soon be at home Lo take apart in paseinz evente there for if pesce

is made I am well sstisfied soldlering. I have seen enough of the
Saqnny South to satiefy my curiosities., Give my best respects to mll
snquireing friends. I believe 1 have written all the news, [ can
think of go I will closs by’eaying attend to my bueiness as best you

can until I came back. I wrote for Barbary to pend me some writing
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materigl. Tell her she n40d not send any ore until I write again,
30 no more. I am s8till your Obodleat 3on us ever, John C. 3saray
To hils Mareats |

Direct Lo Hallegh, H. C,





