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Nov. 8th 1864 

(John C. [sorey to Jos:e C. E~ar8Y) 

Dear Father: I wi II write you a Iine to let you know that I am well and with the Reg. 
the 53 Ind. We came to the Reg. this morning. We are in the Peny Co. company. We expect 
to march to Savannah or Mobile. I want y,:)u to see to those three brock hogs for me. When 
they get fat you will see them killed and sell them to Jane Shircliff. I promised them to him. 
Sell them at the same price as you can get at market and they will pay you the money for them. 
I saw Col. Fournier at Indianapolis. John C. Esarey. 

Camp near Kings llridge on the Canouches 
River Dec. the 20th, 1864 

(John C. Esarey to his wife) 

Dear Wife: After an absence of some weeks t again seat myself to write you a few 
lines. I am well at pre,ent an:] hope when this line reaches you it may find you and Johnny 
wei I. I received your kind letter yesterday and was glad to hear from home once more aro to 
hear that you were all well. I wrote my parents a letter the 16th. I will try and tel I you some­
thing about my life since I last wrote. I have lived fine. Since f left Marietta we had some 
hard marching on this trip. One day we marched 28 miles but I came through safe at night. We 
had two sl ight skirmishes with the Rebs. The last time the shel Is, grape and cannister flew all 
around us. We were charging a Rebel DattOI)' and a swamp alone saved us. Joe Miles had his 
right leg shot off in l!lOt fight. I have seen some of the world since I left hom e. f have trod on 
four states of Rebellion already. I stand soldiering very well. I have not had an hours sickness 
since I left home. The weather has been fine for about a month past. We have had plenty to 
eat here. We are guarding govemment stores at this place. We are in twelve miles of the sea 
but we have rrorching orders now. Sherman is preparing to storm Savannah. The city is inf8sjoed 
and retreat is cut off. I went down on the skirmish Iine to get a peep at the Rebs heads when 
the'l fired. '11 il3 ~;n\~: CCi.'''~ n~;(jf ~:iIILlO ((\;;. The balls pas~cd close to my head. I gave them 
three shots and then got away from there as quickly as possible. The coldest weather I have 
seen since I left Louisville was a light frost. The weather here now is as warm as July is at 
home. I was detailed yesterday to unload a schooner loaded with hard tack. My mess mates 
are Sol. N. Snyder, Jim Jenkins, Clay Pearson, G. W. Sprinkle and Took Sprinkle, though 
Jim is in the hospital yet. I would like to see you and Johnny right well. I was glad to hear 
that y')U and he keep well. You tell John Ewing to wd~e oro Abb Miller for I cannot get to 
write when I please. Tell all the kind folks to write for I like to hear from home. I saw Jim 
Elder as we came through Atlanta. Jim Shoemaker is in the .pioneer corps and I am going to 
see him in a few days. You must take good care of yourself and Johnny for I believe I wtll 
come home to see you again after a while. Do the best you can with the s~ock. I wrote to Pap 
to let Jane Shircliff have those hogs. She will pay you the money for them. Tel I John that I 
hear old Abe wears the veteran stripe. There was a great time in this army whell the news came. 
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I must bring my lotter to a close. Give my best respects to ali enquiring frienas. So no more
 
ai- pre~cnt, but rema:n you offectionah" hu:;band.
 

J'Jhn C. Esarey to his wife. 

Camp near Savannah Ga. 
Dec. the 31, 1864 

(John C. Esarey to his wife) 

Dear Wife: I received your welcome lette.... yesterday evening and was glad to hear 
from ~·j2'11C and that you were well. I am in gooo health and spirits. We had high old times 
coming through when we struck the rebel lines. The second day we were relieved and marched 
down to Kings Dridge where we camped two weeks. I wrote two letters from there home. We 
then marched up through Savannah and camped a few days and then moved down here on the 
Little Ogeechee River. We have a fine camp here but the water is bad. The roys are all well 
except Sim Shire! iff and Took Sprinkle. They were very low when we last heard from them. 
Sol is getting well. He is my right hand man. You wanted to know sumething abJutQ:J:-: treat­
ment. We are treated just as well as the Veterans in every respect. Our descriptive list has 
not oome on yet; and we cannot be paid off until it does come. We have no marching orders. 
From here, we expect to go to Charlestown. When we leave here you need not be uneasy about 
me for I am Going very well and as for as daOJer is concerned, I ran into danger once and that 
taught me a lesson. They came near getting my scalp that time. I wrote Father a letter yester~ 

day am John one the other day. I will send you five dollars in this letter. It is Indiana money 
and I cannot pass it here. You neoo not send me anything until I write for it. I have some 
money yet and stockings to these envelopes and stamps come in good ploy but I have plenty now 
an::.1 I wi II write often h you. It was all right about the hogs. Take good care of your com and 
doni t sell it until spring if you have any to sell. I would keep the oats until spring, if you have 
not sold them. If you get any money more than you need you can pay it to Pap but spend 
enough of it to live comfortably. Take as good care of the stock as you can. Take good care 
of yourself and Johnny. My time commenced the day I was drafted, 3 months and 4 days ,')f my 
time is c)ut. We were sorry to hear that mil Sprinkle did not come to this Regt. Anthony is 
well. John H. Deen is well and sends his love to all his friends. Furloughs are played out in 
this army. Keep in good spirits. There l s a better day coming. So Good by • Kiss Johnny for 
me. I remain your loving husban::l unti I death. 

JohnC. Esarey. directt::lCo. G53 Ind. 
Vet. Inf. Savannah, Ga. (to his wife). 




